[High mortality due to infectious diseases and unnatural causes of death among asylum seekers in the Netherlands, 1998-1999].
Description of causes of death among asylum seekers in the Netherlands compared to the Dutch standard population and identification of preventive measures to avoid preventable death. An analysis of the causes of death of asylum seekers accommodated in housing facilities of the Central Organ Asylum seekers (COA) for the period 1998-1999 was performed. The primary cause of death was attributed using the International Classification of Diseases (ICD-10) and grouped according to the most important causes of death list issued by Statistics Netherlands. After stratification for gender and age standardised mortality ratios (SMR) were computed. In 82% of the observed deaths amongst asylum seekers a description of the cause and circumstances of death could be obtained. During the 2-year study period 156 asylum seekers died (of which 49 due to an unnatural cause of death and 15 due to infectious diseases). Fourteen stillbirths were registered in an index population of 37,688 in 1998 and 54,110 in 1999. The crude mortality rate was 1.95 per 1000 for male asylum seekers and 1.25 per 1000 for female asylum seekers. Compared to the Dutch standard population, the SMR was 1.23 (95%-CI: 1.01-1.42) for male asylum seekers and 0.85 (0.59-1.11) for female asylum seekers. The elevated mortality in male asylum seekers was due to the high mortality for infectious diseases with an SMR of 4.1 (1.3-6.9) and unnatural death with an SMR of 2.5 (1.7-3.2). More specifically, drowning had an SMR of 11.1 (2.3-20.7), murder and manslaughter 7.3 (2.5-12.0) and suicide 2.8 (1.5-4.1). AIDS accounted for half of the mortality due to infectious diseases. In 1998-1999, drowning, murder, manslaughter and suicide contributed significantly to an elevated mortality rate amongst male asylum seekers in the Netherlands. Some of these unnatural deaths could be avoided by implementing preventive measures.